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My Association admits that mealie meal forms part of the diet sea
for Indian prisoners in the Natal gaols, but my Association does n<
agree with the inference drawn therefrom that mealie meal is suitable f5
Indian prisoners. Happily, throughout South Africa, very few India:
are incarcerated and, therefore, the question of the diet scale has n
hitherto occupied the attention of Indian public bodies, but now, in vie
of the unusual position that has been created in the Transvaal, the questk
has become one of very great importance, and, unless the authoriti
intend to disregard Indian habits and sentiments entirely, my Associate
submits that an investigation in the manner suggested by me is abs
lutely necessary,

I venture also to point out to you that you have omitted to mentic
that the Natal scale, whilst it retains mealie meal as part of the diet f
British Indians, provides for bread also, thus enabling Indians at lee
to fall back upon four ounces of bread. I beg also to point out th<
according to the Natal scale, for prisoners undergoing a sentence beyoi
42 days, treacle is added to the ration of mealie meal, and that i
others the scale is fairly liberal, much more so than the Transvaal seal
My Association, therefore, respectfully trusts that the matter will 1
reconsidered,

Z have the honour to be.

Sir,

Tour obedient servant^
ESSOP ISMAIL MIA .

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOGIAT
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292.   COMMENTS ON TRANSVAAL INDIAN CAMPAIGN
[August 28, 1901
"THE TRANSVAAL LEADER"
Under an article entitled "Mistakes", the Leader points out th;
perhaps due to heavy pressure of work, the Colonial Secretary is unawa
of how the law is being administered in relation to the Asiatics, i
Indian, who could not register voluntarily, as he happened to be aw
in a remote district, was arrested last Wednesday. He had not tak
any part in the campaign. He was arrested even though protection J
1 Dawad Mahomed and the other Natal businessmen were arrested on Auj
27; Ttw Transvaal Leader commented on this event in its issue of August 28. FJ
^wiiat follows it is clear that Gandhiji's summary of the Press comments on the camps
was made soon after.